Hello All,
Well, if you’re reading this you have survived yet another RAW, and many thanks to all those involved in the 2006 extravaganza.  I’ve been contemplating hosting a RAW for a couple of years now, and with no official proposals for 2008, I’ve decided to jump into the RAW ring and submit to you the following:

2008 RAW (to be held during the first two weeks of June, exact dates TBD) at Atlantis Marine World Aquarium, Riverhead, NY USA. 
Riverhead is located on the east end of Long Island, New York and opened in June 2000.  http://www.atlantismarineworld.com (keep an eye out for our new website coming soon). Both will give you an overview of Atlantis Marine World but here is a quick note on a more personal level… 
I started working on my own public aquarium proposal back in 1992 and CoFounded AMW with one other guy. He was as passionate about building an aquarium as I was, but more importantly he had the money.  We then hired a contractor who fell in love with the project, and they became part owner who was instrumental in developing the atmosphere of AMW. My wife and sons were an integral part of helping with the build of AMW, which was designed and built in house, and many of the people who built it still work there today with great pride at our accomplishments. We look forward to sharing those accomplishments with you.
SO WHAT ELSE THERE TO DO?

-When many people hear of NY, often the first thing that comes to mind is Manhattan, pushy people and skyscrapers. This is hardly the case out at Atlantis.  We’re located on the east end of Long Island, NY, and the area still has a great deal of farmland, and many of those farms now produce world renowned wines (read into this part of it and the vision of RAW folks on a wine tasting bus tour is easy to imagine).
-New York City is a great place to visit and has so much to offer, and is less then a two hour train or car ride from Atlantis. If you extend your visit, it is easy to find a place to stay in or near Manhattan, and the airports are then within easy reach.
-TANGER MALL:  One of the largest outlet malls anywhere is 5 minutes away from AMW for those who also want to shop.  http://www.tangeroutlet.com/
-SPLISH SPLASH LINK:  One of the top ten water parks is only 5 minutes away from AMW.
-DINOSAUR WALK MUSEUM:  Just two doors down from AMW.  http://www.dinowalk.com/ny/index.html
-Some of the worlds best Ocean beaches are within easy reach of Atlantis as well some dynamic estuaries, lakes, rivers and streams.

-Some canoes and kayaks are available for scenic paddling along the Peconic River at no charge from Atlantis. Other kayaks and canoes can be found at:  http://www.peconicpaddler.com/pcanoe.html
http://www.peconicpaddler.com/index.html
-Shore and wreck dives available (pricing and details to be worked out) www.hamptondive.com 
-MYSTIC AQUARIUM:  A ½ day trip to Mystic Aquarium in Connecticut has already been confirmed www.mysticaquarium.org  via the Cross Sound Ferry, and upon our return to Long Island, a visit to Rafael Vineyards for some fine dining and drink.  www.Rafaelwine.com 
If you want to stay in Connecticut, gambling can be found at:  http://www.mohegansun.com/
-Atlantis is also home to the Riverhead Foundation for Marine Research and Preservation (www.riverheadfoundation.org), one the busiest and most successful marine mammal and sea turtle rescue programs anywhere.  So if you are into those kinds of things, and even if you’re not, you’ll have the opportunity to learn from the best folks in the business. 

-AMW inherently by design has many features that would be incorporated into a very interesting and fun Olympics, and for those of you who know me and AMW staff, these promise to be great events. I will certainly stay away from the Fear Factor element though.
-You’ll see the largest all live coral display in North America at AMW (at time of print () loaded with fish and corals from all oceans, so my apologies to the “regional only” display folks.
-The AMW hotel will be completed by time of the conference, and this will allow for easy stumbling, I mean access to and from your room to the lecture area.  Coffee IV’s will also be available at all early morning presentations. 
-Snorkeling in the Shark Reef Lagoon for all attendees will be available at no cost, as will other attractions within AMW, including but not limited to the Atlantis Explorer Tour Boat.
-Other regional points of interest:
-The New York Aquarium and other WCS facilities are regional attractions as well and potential field trips:

http://www.nyaquarium.com/
http://www.wcs.org/
-Montauk Lighthouse:  http://www.montauklighthouse.com/home.htm
Of course there is much more to do in New York and Long Island as well and more info can be found at the following sites:

http://www.licvb.com
http://www.nycvisit.com      http://www.nyctourist.com   http://www.iloveny.com 
How to get here?
Well it is New York, so getting here is not a problem with unlimited national and international flights.  Flight costs vary greatly, but regular costs from California can start as low as $210RT, $150RT from Chicago and international flights into JFK are not a problem.  A quick search shows flights from London to JFK at $650RT.  These were just quick searches, I’m sure cheaper flights can be found. Car rental and car services are available at all airports. Drive time from LaGuardia or JFK to Atlantis Marine World is about 1.5 hours 
Flights into Islip/ McArthur (30 minute drive time to AMW) tend to more limited, but major airlines like Southwest, Jet Blue, Continental fly into Islip.
Hotel (no pricing as of yet on the AMW hotel, but other regional hotels (5 minute drive) are $109/ night (better pricing will be available for larger group rates and better rates will be available from the AMW hotel).

Excellent foods and spirits located along the Riverhead downtown main street.  
If you have any particular questions, please feel free to email me at justjoe63@aol.com .

AMW is my baby, and it has been wonderful to watch it grow from conception to present day.  I look forward to sharing with you all that AMW and NY has to offer.
Sincerely,

Joe Yaiullo
Joe Yaiullo

Curator/ CoFounder Atlantis Marine World
